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Once a month language-focused newsletter designed for both new and
seasoned Japanese learners to use as a resource for study.
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History of Kanji i)

To correct in the evening a fault of the morning; The last drop makes the cup run over; too much of
to quickly amend one’s ways and admit one’s mistakes something can be as bad as too little
Example
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Tanaka Sensei wa jibun ga machigattara, sugu mitomete Shigoto ga owaranai karatte, yoru jyuuichi ji made shigoto
seito ni mo kichinto ayamaru. “Choukasekikai” dekiru WO suru no wa yameta hou ga ii. “Sugitaru wa
totemo ii sensei da. oyobazaru ga gotoshi” de, nagaku hataraita karatte
When Tanaka Sensei makes a mistake, s/he immediately shigoto ga umaku iku wake dewa nai yo.

e € ; .. Even though you didn't finish your work, it's better not to work
admits it and apologizes properly even to the students. S/he is until 11pm. Like [the saying] “the last drop makes the cup run

a very good teacher who can “correct in the evening a fault of - 5 er ~working for a long time doesn't necessarily lead to good
the morning. work.

HazZM L& S! -Exploring Japan-

g8 (IcWH'f-lF A) - Niigata Prefecture M
Fast facts! A
-Niigata Prefecture is located on the northwest coast of Japan’s main island
of Honshu and is the fifth-largest prefecture in the country
-The majority of Niigata's population live on the Echigo Plain lowland, while
the rest of the prefecture is largely mountainous
-One of Japan's three great gorges, Kiyotsu Gorge in the Tokamachi area,
has some of the best scenery in the whole prefecture
-A 750m pedestrian tunnel along the wall of the gorge was renovated and
transformed into an art piece by the Chinese architectural firm MAD
Architects during the 2018 Echigo-Tsumari Art Triennale and is now called
the Tunnel of Light
-For more info about Niigata, check out our April 2024 & Sept. 2021 issues!
-Photo credit: Photo by Yasuyuki_Kawano is licensed under CC by 4.0



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Find47_Niigata-Kiyotsu_Gorge_Tunnel-m.jpg
https://kanjiportraits.wordpress.com/
https://www.japansocietyboston.org/_files/ugd/e788c5_60b8752ef5f04eac9350892f1716998c.pdf
https://japansocietyboston.wildapricot.org/resources/Perapera%20Language%20Newsletter/Vol.%2011%20Sept%202021.pdf
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Find47_Niigata-Kiyotsu_Gorge_Tunnel-m.jpg
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0/deed.en
https://jisho.org/search/sugiru
https://jisho.org/search/sugiru

Dialect Discovery
BR - ICVHTRA

%L 513 (najirane; How are you?) WHA'H'TIH
L &5 LW (shoushii; embarrassing) Byg'h L W
HANRT (kanbene; sorry) T®H AR

L% oI+ (shakke; cold) &7=\L
BB (SXLEDS) Sadolsland Noh!
In the 14th century, a man named Zeami Motokiyo founded e . .o
what is now known as the oldest living form of theater in the To read about JET Alum Lillian's experience ||Vlﬂg
world, and an intangible cultural heritage - Noh theater. . , .
Though beloved by his patrons during his life, after the death and teaChlng n Nllgata Prefectu re,
of the shogun Ashikaga Yoshimitsu, he fell out of favor and . I
was exiled to Sado Island. Later, in the Edo period, Noh click here!
flourished at Zeami's site of exile through the efforts of
Nagayasu Okubo. (Photo by Ito Yoshiyuki)
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My mom gave me a present.
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I plan to spend New Year's Eve with friends.
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JSB MEETS JET ALUMNI
) Lillian Hanako Rowlatt
o Niigata i€t

JSB Meets JET Alumni
Lillian Hanako Rowlatt!
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According to the Chinese zodiac, adopted by
Japan in the fourth century, 2025 is the year of the
serpent! The serpent is the sixth member of the
zodiac and is associated with wealth and renewal.
One traditional practice is to put a bit of discarded

snakeskin into your wallet or purse in order to

FL H 5&£5H 25 hH . \ .
. . =5 attract wealth. This practice draws from the belief
a. f.‘é)@ b. EJ@ c. B that white snakes are a manifestation of Benzaiten,

the goddess of good fortune.
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F (#3) - Rat %+ (5 £)-Horse

7 (5L)-0x & (U2L)-Sheep

® (&5)-Tiger B (3 3)-Monkey

gn (5) - Rabbit B (& D)-Rooster

R (#=2)*-Dragon F (Lab) - Dog

B (&) - Serpent % (WL L)-WwildBoar

FROM THE JAPAN SOCIETY OF BOSTON
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We also have a new Venmo charity account as another way to donate!
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Thank you for reading

JSB’s Perapera
Newsletter this year!

If you enjoy our work,

please consider
donating to JSB to
support us!
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Answer key: 1.b i_. a gﬂ


https://www.japansocietyboston.org/donate
https://www.japansocietyboston.org/post/sean-bramble-nagasaki-1992-1995
https://www.japansocietyboston.org/post/sean-bramble-nagasaki-1992-1995
https://www.japansocietyboston.org/post/sean-bramble-nagasaki-1992-1995
https://www.japansocietyboston.org/post/lillian-hanako-rowlatt-niigata-2003-2005
https://www.japansocietyboston.org/donate
https://venmo.com/u/JapanSocietyBoston

